CHAPTER XVIII
ROYAL AND  PRIESTLY TABOOS
IN discussing the burden of royalty I have elsewhere given
some account of the many burdensome prohibitions or taboos
which have been laid on royal or priestly personages in all
parts of the world.1    The list of such taboos may be much
extended.    Here I will add a few examples.    Among the
Ibos of Southern Nigeria the king of Nri or Aguku is bound
to observe the following taboos.    He may not see a corpse,
not even of one of his own children.    If the king sees a dead
body he must take an egg, pass it before his eyes, and throw
it away.    He may not see an alose (certain pole or image)
carried along the road.    After his consecration he may not
see his mother ; his son will undertake her burial rites when
she dies, or, if there is no son old enough, her family.    No
one of the king's wives may enter the room in which his
sceptre (aid) is kept.    No one may take corn into the house
in which the sceptre is kept, for they would fall sick.    A
woman who has not washed in the morning may not salute
the king nor come to his place.    Until she has washed, a
king's wife may not salute him, which she does by clapping
her hands.    The king may not touch the water of the lake
with his foot.    He may use it for washing and drinking, but
it must be carried to his house by small boys and girls.    When
water is being carried up for the king the children are not to
speak on their way back ; if they speak the water is to be
thrown away.    When the king is bathing no one is allowed
to rub his back for him.    Only Adama people may enter the
bath-house, but the bath water is thrown away by the king
* The Golden Bough^ Part ii., Taboo and the Perils of the Soult pp. 1-17.
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